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PROGRAMME 
•  4pm Welcome and Introductions  

Prof. Nira Yuval-Davis, Director of the Centre for Research on Migration, 
Refugees and Belonging, UEL. 

  
•  4.15 – 6pm ‘Mediating Gezi: Film and discussion’  

 Dr. Alisa Lebow, University of Sussex. 
 Discussant: Dr. Cigdem Esin, Centre of Narrative Research, UEL.  

 
•  Refreshments 
  
•  6.15 - 6.45 ‘Virtues of Violence: Performance Lecture’  

Dr. Myrto Tsilimpounidi, UEL & Aylwyn Walsh, University of Lincoln  
  
•  6.45-7.15 Short discussion  



Biographical Notes 
Alisa Lebow 
Dr.  Alisa Lebow, originally from NY, comes to London via Istanbul. Her research is generally concerned with 
issues related to documentary film, recently to do with questions of the political in documentary. Her 
current project, supported by the Leverhulme Trust, is an interactive website called Filming Revolution, which 
will go live in December 2014. Her books The Cinema of Me (Wallflower Press, 2012) and First Person Jewish 
(University of Minnesota Press, 2008) explore aspects of the representation of self and subjectivity in first 
person film. She is also a filmmaker whose work includes For the Record: The World Tribunal on Iraq (2006), Treyf 
(1998) and Outlaw (1994). She is a founding member of docIstanbul, the Center for Documentary Film 
Research at Bogazici University and currently the documentary advisor to the Istanbul Film Festival. Lebow 
is a Reader in Film Studies at the University of Sussex.  
  
Cigdem Esin 
Cigdem Esin is a lecturer in Psychosocial Studies and a Research Fellow of the Centre for Narrative 
Research at UEL. Her research interests are in interactions between individual stories and grand socio-
cultural narratives within historically specific contexts. She has listened to and analysed narratives of mostly 
women in various research projects on gender, employment, women's movements and organisations, sexual 
health of young people and sexuality. She worked in a feminist information and communication centre before 
she pursued her passion for research. Cigdem's recent research explored how sexual narratives of educated 
young women and their mothers were interconnected with macro narratives of gender and sexuality in 
Turkey. Currently, she interviews academic immigrants in London for her research project that focuses on 
the political shifts in the immigration narratives of international academics. She also conducts art workshops 
with young people in East London for another research project, which explores the possibilities that visual 
methods create for research on the link between identity and location. 
  
 



Ally Walsh 
Aylwyn is a performance maker/ scholar working on the arts and social change. 
Her work is concerned with exploring the intersections of interdisciplinary methodologies. She is currently 
developing practice-led research in women’s prisons in the UK. Aylwyn is a lecturer at the University of 
Lincoln and artistic director of Ministry of Untold Stories. Recent publications have included work on arts in 
healthcare for the Journal for Applied Arts and Health; on street art in Journal of Arts and Communities and in 
Total Theatre Magazine, Women in Prison Magazine, Prison Service Journal, Theatre Topics.  She is also co-editor of 
Remapping Crisis: A Guide to Athens published by Zero Books.  
  
 
Myrto Tsilimpounidi 
Myrto Tsilimpounidi is a social researcher and photographer. Her research focuses on the interface between 
urbanism, culture, and innovative methodologies. Past work explores the impact of migration on societal 
changes through an empirical investigation of cosmopolitan theory. Current projects focus on street politics, 
landscapes of belonging, and the new aesthetics of crisis in Southern Europe. Myrto is a post-doctoral fellow 
at the University of East London and the executive director of Ministry of Untold Stories. Recent 
publications include ‘Performances ‘in crisis’: what happens when a city goes soft?’ for City and ‘The 
disappearing immigrants: hunger strike and invisible struggles’ for Journal of Theory in Action. She is also co-
editor of  Remapping Crisis: A Guide to Athens, a new book on crisis and its urban manifestations. 

This event is supported by:  
The Centre for Research on Migration, Refugees and Belonging, UEL. 

The Centre of Narrative Research, UEL. 
The Centre for Social Justice and Change, UEL.  

 


