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Contemporary studies on overseas Chinese consider them to be the agent of a 

“Chinese transnationalism” based on a flexible labour/capital regime and a diasporic 

identity (Ong and Nonini 1996, Lee 2007). How does such a form of identification 

interact with European societies that favour the “integration” and even the return of 

“assimilation” of migrant communities (Brubaker 2001)? This presentation seeks to 

explore such an interaction by examining the case of the Chinese community in 

Paris. This paper will analyze two types of mobilisation: the demonstrations “against 

insecurity” in 2010 and 2011, and the hesitant political mobilisation during the 2012 

presidential campaign in France. Although each mobilisation was organized by actors 

of different social status and ideologies, all of them attempted to define the “Chinese 

community in France” by incorporating “the value of work” and “the right to be free 

from insecurity”, thus creating an exclusionary distinction and strengthening the 

image of the Chinese as the “model minority.” The continuum and the contrast 

through the two mobilisations will allow an identification of three dimensions that 

shape the Chinese community’s politics of belonging: the attempt of re-

diasporalisation from China; the desire for recognition from French society; and the 

interdependence and tension between transnational entrepreneurs and the 

precarious young migrant workers. The seminar will conclude with a reflection on the 

contradictory intersection of these dimensions and its implication on migration policy. 

Ya-Han Chuang is PhD Candidate in Sociology at Paris-IV Sorbonne University. She is the 

author of “Problematizing Chinatown : Conflits and Narratives surrounding Chinese Quarter 

in and around Paris” (co-author with Anne-Christine Trémon), in Tan Chee-Beng, Bernard 

Wong (eds.) Chinatowns. Brill and several other articles in French about new Chinese 

migrants’ migration process and identity configuration in Paris.  
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